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LETTER EATED 23 OCTOBER I^c2 FROM TEE DEPUTY FEFi'.AIriI7T REPRESENTATIVE 

OF 'THE ITjIOII OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS ABERESSED TO TEE PRESIDENT 

0? TEE SECURITY COUNCIL 


On the instructions of the Soviet Governrent I vculd ask ycu to convene a 
meeting of the Security Council immediately in order to e:camine the question of 
n Vio:.r -"ion of the Charter of the United Nations and threat to the peace en the 
pr-.rt of the United States of America" • 

The grounds for the request to convene the Security Council are set forth 
in the Statement by the Soviet Government en Cufca which is annexed to this letter 

Please arrange for this letter and the said Statement by the Soviet 
Government to be issued as an official Security Council document. 

Accept, Sir, ' 2 assurances of my highest consideration. 


(Sifxed) F, KCRCZCV 
Eeputy Permanent Fet re Tentative 
of* the I'SSR to the United Nations 


62-23133 
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STATEMENT BY THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT OH CU2A 


Last night Mr. Kennedy, the President of the United States of /-erica, 
announced that he had given orders to the United States Navy to intercept all 
ships bound for Cuba, to subject them to inspection, and to turn cade ships 
carrying weapons which, in the Judgement of the United States authorities, were 
offensive in character. Orders had also been given for continued and close 
surveillance of Cuba. Thus the United States Government is in effect placing 
the Republic of Cuba under naval blockade. At the same time, the landing of 
additional United States troops at the United States Guantanamo case, situated 
in the territory of Cuba, has begun, and the United States armed forces ere being 
placed in a state of combat readiness. 

Hie President is endeavouring to justify these unprecedented aggressive 
acts "oy arguments to the effect that a threat to the national security of the 
United States is arising in Cuba. 

The Soviet Government has repeatedly drawn the attention of the Governments 
of all countries and of world public opinion to the serious danger to world peace 
created by the policy pursued by the United States towards the Republic of Cuba. 
Ttie statement by the President of the United States shows that the United States 
imperialist circles will stop at nothing in their attempts to stifle a 
sov-reign State Member of the United Nations. To to this they are prepaid 
to push the world towards the abyss of military catastrophe. The peoples of 
all countries must clearly realize that, in embarking on such a venture, the 
United States of America is taking a step towards the unleashing of a wcrid 
thermonuclear war. Insolently flouting the international rules cf conduct for 
States and the principles of the Charter of the United nations, -.:e United States 
has arrogated to itself - and has so announced - the right to attack the vessels 
of other States on the high seas: in other words, to engage in piracy. 

Imperialist circles in the United States are trying to dictate to Cuba 
what policy it must pursue, what dispositions it is to make at home, and what 
weapons it must possess for its defence. But who has authorized the United 
States to assume the role of arbiter of the destinies of other countries and 
peoples? Why must the Cubans settle the domestic affairs of their own State, not 
as they see fit, but according to the wishes of the United States? Cuba belongs 
to the Cuban people, and only they can be masters of their fate. 
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Under the Charter of the United Nations, ill countries, large or small, 
have the right to organize their lives in their own way, to take such measures as 
they consider necessary to protect their own security, and to ~ehr:f aggressive 
forces encroaching on their freedom and independence. To ignore this is to 
underline the very basis of existence cf the United Nations, to bring jungle lev 
into international practice, and to engender conflicts and wars without end. 

In this anvicus hour, the Soviet Government considers it its duty to address 
a serious warning to the United States Government, to advise it that, in 
carrying cut the measures announced by President Kennedy, it is taking en itself 
a heavy responsibility for the f^te cf the wo. Id, and recklessly playing with 
fire. 

The United States leaders must at last understand that tines have chanced 
completely. Cnly madmen can new take their stand on "positions of strength'' 
and expect that policy to bring them any success, to alio;/ tksm to force -:heir 
own dispositions en ether States, while in the past the United States could 
consider itself the greatest to^er en the vorld scen^ } there is no foundation 
for such a view today, There is another force in the vorld vhich is no less 
powerful, and vhich takes the position that peoples should arrange their life 
as they please. Today, as never before, statesmen trust shew calm and prudence, 
and must not countenance the rattling of weapons. 

The Soviet Government emphasises once again that all veapons in the Soviet 
Union' s possession are serving and will serve the purposes of defence against 
aggressors. Under existing international conditions, the presence cf powerful 
weapons, including nuclear rocket weapons, in the Soviet Union is acknowledged 
by all the peoples in the world to be the decisive factor in deterring the 
aggressive forces of itrperiaiisn froze unleashing a world war of annihilation. 
This mission the Soviet Union will continue to discharge with ail firmness and 
consistency. 

The President cf the United States said in his statement that, if even one 
nuclear bomb fell on United States territory, the United States would make a 
retaliatory response. Such an assertion is imbued with hypocrisy, since the 
Soviet Union has already declared repeatedly that not a single Soviet nuclear 
bomb will fall either on the United States or on any other country unless 
aggression has been committed. The nuclear weapons made by the Soviet people 
are in the people's hands; they will never be used for purposes of aggression. 

/... 


English 
Page k 

Put if the aggre score unleash war, the Soviet Union will inflict the cost 
powerful! blow in resnor.se. 

The Ssvle- Union has always been true to the principles of the Charter of 

the United nations; it his ccrsietsntly pursued, and still pursues, a policy 

designed to preserve and strengthen peace. The whole world /.news what great 

efforts the Soviet Union is rehing to lessen international tension, to eliminate 

the breeding-grounds cf conflict and disputation "between States, and to cake the ^ 

J 
principles of peaceful cc-rmistence between States with different social 

structures a living reality. It is che Scviet Union which has pun forward and 

justified a pregremme of universal end ccmule-e diss:rmameut, the application of 

which would open real prospects for the establishment of a peace without wars, 

without weapons. Tr.aza p reposal.- are raining ever-increesing support throughout 

the world; they have fired the imagination of the people; they have becens the 

order of the day. If the cause of disarmament has cade no progress so far, the 

fault lies with the United States oC America and its allies in IIATO. They fear 

disarmament * ehev do not '."ant to nart with the hi* - stich with whose help they 

are trying to dictate their will to ether countries. 

The Urr't-d States Gove w tr fi rt accuses Cuba cf creatine: a threat to the ), 

security cf the United States. But who is going to believe that Cuba can be a 

threat to the United States? If we thirl-: of the respective sice and resources -of 

for one ucuent that Cuba can be a threat to the UnieeJ States of America or to 
any other country. It is hypocritical, to say the least, to say that little Cuba 
cay encroach on the security cf the United States cf /teriea. 

The Cubans wish to secure their homeland, their independence, against the 
threat emanating frem the United States cf Arerics. The Government of Cuba is 
appealing to reason and conscience, and is calling upon the United States to 
refrain from nakir.-r threatening passes at Cuba' s independence and to establish 
normal relations with the Cuban State. Is there not a ring of conviction in the 
official declaration by the Cuben Government concerning its ambition to settle 
all cuestiens at issue thrcurh negotiations with the United States Government? 
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Cnly recently, in speaking at the session cf the United Nations General 
Assembly, Mr. Dorticos, the President cf the Republic of Cuba, reiterated that 
Cuba has always expressed its readiness tc negotiate through the normal diplomatic 
channel or by any other means with view tc discussing the differences existing 
between the United States and Cuba. The President cf the United States now 
implies that such statements by the Cuban Government are not enough. Zut it would 
be possible to justify any aggressive action, any adventure in this way. 

With regard to the Soviet Union 's assistance to Cuba, this assistance is 
exclusively designed tc improve Cuba's defensive capacity. As was stated on 
3 September 1962 in the joint Soviet-Cuban communique on the visit to the Soviet 
Union cf a Cuban delegation composed of Mr. E. Guevara and Mr. E- Aragcnes, the 
Soviet Government has responded tc the Cuban Government's request to help Cuba 
with arms. The communique' states that such arms and military equipment are 
intended solely for defensive purposes. The Governments of the two countries 
still firmly adhere to that position. 

Soviet assistance in strengthening Cuba's defences is necessitated by the 
fact that, frcm the cutset of its existence, the Republic cf Cuba has been 
subjected to continuous threats and acts cf provocation by the United States. The 
United States is stepping at nothing, even going so far as tc organize armed 
intervention in Cub:, in April 1961, in order to deprive the Cuban people of the 
freedom and independence they have won, tc bring the country once more under the 
heel cf the United States monopolies and to make Cuba a United States puppet. 

The United States is demanding that the military equipment Cuba needs for its- 
own defence should be withdrawn frcm its territory, a step to which no State 
prizing its independence can, cf course, agree. 

The Soviet Union considers that ail foreign trccps should be withdrawn from 
the territory cf other States and should be brought back within" their own national 
frontier.:. If the United States was genuinely concerned to strengthen friendly 
relations with States and was striving to ensure lasting peace throughout the 
world, as Fresident Kennedy asserts in his address of 22 October, it should have 
accepted the Soviet proposal and withdrawn its trccps and military equipment and 
dismantled its military bases that are situated in the territory of other States 
in various parts of the world. 
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However, the United States, which has dispersed its armed forces and 
ar^acents throughout the world, stubbornly refuses to accept this proposal. 
It is using these arsed forces and arnasents for interference in the docsstic 
affairs of other States and for the implementation of its own aggressive designs* 
It is United St'tes inperialisa which has as suae d the role of interna ticnrl 
.Sz^T^-l" as representatives of the United States constantly boast that 
United States aircraft can attack the Soviet Union at any tioe, can drop- 
United States bozbs cu peecefil towns and villages and en deliver heavy b.'.ows. 
Not a day passes without the ctazc-.gzza, military leaders and the Press of the 
United States uttering threats that United States subcarii^s, which are ranging 
through [sen/ se?»s and oceaar wltn Fclaris missiles on boa^d, can launch an atcaic 
attack against the Soviet Union a".c. other peace -Icviig Ct*i*,es. President Kennedy's 
statement that the United States Gcverncent is acting solely in the interests of 
peace in raking its exaggerated d-r-iuds th^t Cuba should be deprived of the neans 
of defence rings particularly false in the light of these facts. 

The peace-loving States cannot but protest against the piratical operations 
which the President of the United States has announced against ships bound for 
Cuban shcxes, against the institution of control over the shirs of sovereign States 
on the high, seas* As we knov, United States stacesnen like to talk about their 
aolterinoe to the principles of international law and to dilate upon the need for 
-aw and order in the world. But in reality they evidently consider that the laws 
are written not for the United States, tut for other States, Ine institution by 
the United States of a virtual blockade of Cuban shores is a provocative act, 
an unprecedented violation of international law, a challenge to all peace-loving 
peoples, --.-_ . .._ . 

It is also obvious that, if the United States is today attesting to prohibit 
other countries fro- trading with Cuba and from using their ships to transport 
goods and cargoes there, United States ruling circles cay tomorrow denand that 
siciilar action should be taken against any other State whose policy or social 
system does not suit thecu 
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The United States Government is assuming the right to demand that States 
should account to it for the way in which they organize their defence, and should 
notify it of what their ships are carrying on the high seas. 

The Soviet Government firmly repudiates such claims. The high-handed acts of 
United States imperialism may lead to catastrophic consequences for all L„inkind, 
which is not desired by any people, including the people of the United States. 

In view cf the full gravity of the situation which the United States Government 
has created over Cuba, the Soviet Government has instructed its representative in 
the United Nations to raise the question of the immediate convening of the Security 
Council to consider the following question: "The violation of the Charter of the 
United Nations and the threat to peace by the United State3 cf America". 

The Soviet Union appeals to all Governments and peoples to raise their voice 
in protest against the aggressive acts of the United States of America against 
Cuba and other States, strongly to condemn such acts and to take steps to prevent 
the unleashing of a thermonuclear war by the United States Government. 

The Soviet Government will do everything in its never to frustrate the 
aggressive designs of United States imperialist circles and to defend and 
strengthen peace on earth. 

The Soviet Government expresses its firm belief that the Soviet people will 
still further increase their labour efforts to strengthen the economic and defence 
capacity of their Soviet fatherland. The Soviet Government is taking all the 
necessary steps to insure that the country is net taken by surprise and is in a 
position to mete out an appropriate rebuff to an aggressor. 


